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To "he * U OE" C. 


+ 8. a convineing W of the res 1 
uſe of by this pious girl, and her friends, 
permit me to inform you, that the advertiſe- 
ment for the publication of this poem was 


ſent this evening to Mr. Jenour's, for Satur- 
day's paper; but it requiring: a little altera - 
tion, my publiſher and I attended for chat 


| purpoſe and immediately had the advertiſe, 1 


ment returned, by a perſon whoſe figure and 


converſation did not in the leaſt contribute to 


prejudice me in his favour. On my demand- 
ing to know the reaſon, of his refuſal, he ac- 
quainted-uts that) & Wer e taking 
away the gurl's, character. My anſwer was, 
chat lord R e .reputation. had ſuffered 
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FRO more, and, perhaps, not 6s deſerved 
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3 | 
and that he had as much i tight to inſert; Againſt 


her As, his [tang : 1 reply to this was 
indeed ſingular, and ſufficiently ſhews, that a 


get. 


man's s character, though in England, is too 
Ilten ſubject to the cenſure of every imperti- 


nent coxcomb and, though bail was granted 
by as able and upright a judge as we have, 
vet this religious ee took the liberty 


to condemn his 1 * as guilty of the 
fact of which he is at preſent accuſed, in 


theſe words, „His former infamous cha- 


7 racter makes it a matter of no doubt but 
cat Hei guilty of the fact of - which he 
6 18 accuſed. 85 r 4. hope, Will be pro- 


U 
* 4 


every impartial perſon 


4 


will 


aill treat theſe hypocritical villains with chat 


contempt” which | they deſerve; for my part, . 
as a diſintereſted perſon, I cannot help la- 
; menting the rancour, venom, and villainy, 
which i is coneealed beneath the facred fanc- 
tion of Religion, This high and ichen ad- 
vocate for this middle-aged lady i is, 1 find of 
the fame ſect: no wonder their principles. 
correſpond. However, I adviſe the fanatic . 
gentry, for the future, to bridle their 
tongues; for they not only diſſent from us mn 
in point of religion, but from truth, huma- 
nity, honeſty, and every other human virtue. 
In ſhort, hypocriſy i is their ſole ſtudy, which 
I have often experienced, centers in thoſe 
ſanctified wretches. This liberty I have 
| taken, 
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little Poem, was in itſelf ſo alarming, and fo . 


deeply engaged the atten tion of the public, that it 1s 


no wonder if a great deal | of ſcandal at: abuſe was... ” ö 
mutually thrown by both parties, the one upon the 
Is other. Convinced, however, that both could not be in 
the right, I determined (as is the duty of every impar- 
tial man in caſes of the like nature) to ſuſpend my 
judgment, until, by proper enquiry, I could find out the 
Worb. In this, I imagine, I have at laſt ſucceeded; and 
in order, if poſſible, to undeceive the public, and prevent 
them any longer from continuing in an error, I compoſed 
the following lines, which, though altdgether undeſer v 
ing of your favour and approbation, will yet, J flatter 
myſelf, meet with your indulgence ; the rather when it 


c 5, 


44 N N 
| 1s conſidered, that nothing but a defire of ſupporting the 
cauſe of. truth, could ever haz induced ane. to undertake 


— —— In Oe —— <4 a $099 a oo Re NC CM —-„ 7—ð —— 22 


a work, which, however well wrote, muſt neceſſarily 


lubjes me to much blame and cenſure. My youth too, 
I hope, will be admitted as ſome excuſe for many ef hoe 


Errors, which a freer: exporignee mga have enabled me 


to avoid, | 1 am, 
With FN utmoſt reſpes 3 abe, +: vis 3 


48 


Your moſt obedient, | 


| == o An 4 moſt humble ſervant . | 
. . Sanz, f 
The AUTHOR. 


1 
7 


"32! 


| 
|. 
44. 5 ; 
3 
* 
4- 
| 


— Mo * 322 -H Verk. 


M 18 8, 
E not ſurprized at this addreſs, or at any thing you 


may find in the following Poem. As Iam thorough- 


ly acquainted with every circumſtance of your behaviour 


during your abſence PN Kg Suit, I have en- 


deavoured to ſet, in a true light, thoſe aRtions, which 


your own art, joined to the prudent ſuggeſtions of your 


pious friends, would fain repreſent in falſe colours. But 


permit me to inform you, that truth, however artfully 


diſguiſed, or induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed, will at laſt make 


its appearance, to the eternal confuſion of all hypocrites 


and impoſtors. The infamy you have attempted to fix 
upon . 4 will, i I am rightly informed, 
fall, 


X11 


S- 


fall, in a ſhort time, with double weight upon yourſelf. 
If you are guilty, you deſerve the ſevereſt puniſhment z : 


if not, you have taken a wrong ted to convince the 


world of your innocence. At preſent I ſhall leave you 


to the dictates of your own conſcience, and take e the li- 
berty to ſubſcribe myſelf, | Os. 0 
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24, 1768. 


London, Feb, | = 7 = Humble Servant, 
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MODERN CHASTITY. 
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N thoſe bleſt days of yore, lamented time! 


L When virtue ſcarcely could be held a crime, 
The world was biaſs'd by fair Reaſon's plan, 

And Truth alone reign'd governor of man. 
Religion was eſteem'd, by all admir'd, 
And manly henieth with noble virtue fir d; 
Such was the ſtate of man, when Innocence, 
Of art quite deſtitute, refin'd the ſenſe. 

B 


Religion 


\ 


Religion was eſteem'd a ſacred cauſe, 


5 be improve the mind, and to enforce the laws 

Of God and man ; but now, O ſtrange reverſe | 

Tis made a trade; that trade's become a curſe 

On all mankind; the aigh- fed, pamper 'd ' ir ay 3 
Forſakes his B but to enjoy . E 


Some others are, indeed, more temperate, 


And preach fabmiſſion to the will of fate; 

Of thoſe baſe ſort, let Honeſty beware, 

Againſt their cunning, and their hearts, prepare 
To ſtand th attack”; a let Reſolution find 

A place to fix her ſtandard in the mind; 

Then boxadly ſtand the teſt, you muſt Aepend 
On Virtue's aid, for ſhe will prove your friend. 
See curs'd Hypocriſy, in ſacred black 
Canonical, adorn the villain's back; 

With arms extended, view deceptic eye; 

Pleas'd with the word that makes each bigot cry; 
Mechanics, and mechanics' wives, appear, 


Deſpiſing honeſty i in trade, are honeſt here. 
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- Virgins at thirty, for the loſs of time, 
(Whoſe words are modeſt, and whoſe thoughts ſublime) 


Induc'd by Mcthodiſm' s frantic tribe, 


Firſt condeſcend to give the perjur'd bribe, 


＋ hen boldly launch upon the ſea of ſin, 

Nor dare they turn their blaſted thoughts within, 

To view the dark receſſes of their ſoul, 

For fear that Conſcience ſhould their ſchemes control. 
Thus W724 acts, tho firſt ſhe Pay d the whore, 
Turn'd honeſt after, to hang BZ Clever e. 

Inſatiate wretch let Reaſon ſtop to pauſe, 


And teach you ſome reſpect to human laws; 


If not to human laws, regard divine, 


And your nice crime let Conſcience” ſelf refine; 


Go round th' impartial croud, aſſume your ſeat, 


And ſwear you liv'd four days, and never eat; 
Publith it loud what Lord dare do you harm, 


When you and B. . . e walk d arm in arm > 


Speak the plain hon to friends and foes around ; 
You fold your virtue for two hundred pound: | 
= A ſum 


EY 
A "BM ſo large, to wretches once ſo paor, 

Muſt baniſh human virtues from the door. 

Go, purchaſe infamy, the tale unfold; t 
The deed ſtarts Nature, and my Seck runs cold. 
Hence, man beware tho you the P—x e * 


Some modeſt W——k may alledge a rape. 
k with falſchood, bids adieu to truth, 715 


And virtue ſmiles no more in female youth; 
W. 
Rob your beſt friend, nd wallow i in his blood. 


+ proceed tis for your private good, 


Conſcience expel! let it create no pain, 
Repair to MezTING-Housr, remove the ſtain; . 

Fly to Religion, now ſo much in vogue, VVV 

As to permit mankind to play the rogue; 

The baſeſt frauds are by Religion's aid 

Permitted, if the uſual tribute's paid, 

Each ſneaking paſtor has his conſtant Prck, | Fj 
His tythes are paid, as he deals out his vice. Te 5 


Thoſe ſet of wretches, Methodiſts by name, 


Are deſtitute of virtue, and of ſhame : 
Hypocriſy | 


[TY 


Hypoctify they ſtudy with ſuch eaſe 


In vice, rank vice, with pride, take their degrees; 


Practiſe the worſt of frauds, and then conceal 


The cheat, beneath Religion's ſacred veil. 
Such artful frauds that ſport bright Truth er 


Crowd public papers each: —_— _ 


— — — — — „ 1 — . 


What printer * not to * cult beuge 


Vice then appear d, and brought forth 8. to la 
Ob. , declare — what means this ſtrange reverſe; 


After our praiſe, thus to deſerve our curſe? 
Juſtice and truth run through the 182 eta 


r, f 


Nor ſtopt with bribery, nor oppreſs d with "FR 


But now tis falſehood guides thy partial preſs, | . 


i Confounds 85 art, and makes your merit leſs; ; 


Come 8 
A Briton born, you muſt of courſe be free; 


y, reform, you muſt in this agree, 


+ This paper, till very late, was held in the higheſt . 65 the public; 
but I am ſorry the proprietors are ſo loſt to their own indereſt as to nn 
its 3 to venality and corruption. 
| Com 
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Come 21 — your country calls - — for once be brave, 
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q 
On Virtue 8 ſea; ne'er mind Corruption s wave; „ I 
'Thoſe words ill ſuit — a Briton, and a ſlave. 84 
What you have gain d, confeſs — why at che moſt, 
You've purchas' d bondage at the public coſt, 


In honeſty you'll always find a friend 5 

—Don't barter freedom, for a private end. 
Enough of Ss — Reaſon withdraw your plea, 
He fins ſecure, whilſt F. eller Ag ſtamps him free. 
—Y, indeed, will 1 ſtand or fall, 
And tell you plain, his paper's ope to all; 
Here falſehood ſhines ; you plainly ſee his aim, 


His mottos, virtues, your protections claim ; 
And tho convicted by each bard in town, 


The wretch has impudence to tem Truth down : 


Then take advice, nor let advice offend, : 1 |; 
E 
9 | 


B n, indeed, may merit ſome applauſe, 


He knows no God, nor pays regard to laws: 
I and N 
5 care not two- pence, if they pleaſe, or not. 


s muſt not be forgot, 
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Of thoſe enou oh; in ſhort, they” re tout le ai 
For what is Juſtice, Truth, or Lords to them ? 

Yet know, vile inſects, know the day will come, 
That gives diſhoneſty its fatal doom: 

What then muſt ye expect, whoſe artful lays, 

For bribery turns prejudice to praiſe ? 
Hence hence 1 fay, ſtill lengthen out your curfe, 
| Condemn the good, if that can fill your purſe. = 
"F know it can, yes, ye have rais'd your fame, 

For e'er be prais'd the modeſt W——{k's name: 
But ſhall the honeſt Muſe lay by her toil, 

To bribe the critic's, of the printer's ſmile ? 


No, no, true honeſty ſuch arts diſdains, 
He ſings of Truth, and Truth rewards his. pains. 

When fools praiſe fools, in ſpite of Reaſon's law, 

And damn thoſe authors whom they never * 

How can the bard ſuppreſs the honeſt Mule, | 

And meanly condeſcend to hear abuſe ? 

(A fool, is but the abſtract of a man, 

And built at large on Folly's mighty plan): 


Ta 


P 


(9 1] 

To cenſure merit they have no pretence, 
And unjuſt praiſe admits of no defence. 
Methinks! I ſee each lordly critic fit, 


— 


Diſpenſing nonſenſe, and' condemning wit; 

In ſelf. conceit grown great, thoſe mighty men, 
Cramp genuine merit, and retard the pen. 
Curſt be the wretch, who dares enſlave his mind, 
And falſe to Nature. — falſe to all mankind : : 
Let him proceed, and i in thoſe ſubtle ways, 
For ſo much money, deal out ſo much praiſe : 


Thoſe, thoſe, my honeſt Muſe will e'er engage, 


And ſtrive to prove the CHURcHILL of the age. 


For who would write, like ſlaves, to write in awe, 


Or meanly ſtoop to own pedantic law ? 


Such maxims ſuit not with my honeſt ſoul, 
I'll freely cenſure fools, nor fear control : 


My muſe, my pen, my thoughts, and heart i is free, 


And dares to cenſure thoſe that cenſure me; 


Nor praiſe, nor cenſure give, where tis not due, 
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N or will I dread Reviewers to. review. 


. 


Actors 
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Adors may act ſecure, nor will my Muſe, 
In borrow'd ſtrain, with Kelly give abuſe, 
Such artifice my ſoul diſdains, and truth | 
Shall guide my pen, and plead excuſe for wann 

Whilſt honeſt couplets grace the milky page, 

And ſatire wound the villains of the age. 15 
T hus will I write, nor will reſentment ſhew, 

To thoſe my merit ſhould create my foe, 

nleſs with envy they conclude each line, 

And baſely proſtitute: the ſacred Nine: 

Such Truth diſdains I can't at falſchood wink,. 

« T'll dare to write what they ſcarce dare to think 
Let falſe deception reign throughout the land, 

And titled villains kiſs the r-y-1 hand; 7 

Let man Italia's heinous follies ape, 

Avoiding woman, to avoid a rape: 

Let Truth no more, with Virtue by her ſide, 

Uſurp Oer Vice, nor in our hearts reſide; 

Baniſh all ſenſe of modeſty and ſhame; | 

The greateſt villain has the greateſt name. 

1 | Modeſtia, 
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No more ſubſervient to her gentle frown, 


Cant, lie, or preach, do any thing you can, 


(ws ) 


Modeſtia, chaſte one, ſay what magie W att s 


Can it poſſeſs, ſufficient to alarm 
Or ſtagnate our deſire ?— What's that to 36 
With me or W—ts, chaſte W—k, or with you? * 


But boldly trium ph, and deceive the town: 
W, ſuperior in that helliſh art 
Of perjury—diſdains the female heart. 

But fay—Can proſtitutes a mercy ſhew ? 


Yes, all are Millwoods, are they not? no, 


k alone can boaſt a fairer name Is 


Alas! her trade is only to defame. 


Curſt be the arts, if ſuch the arts "yy boaſt, 


To fame and modeſty entirely loſt : 
But why this rancour ?—Still purſue your plan, 


And when, at length, you have enjoy'd your man, 
Confirm your baſeneſs by a further ſtrife, 
Obtain the bribe, and next attempt | his life; z 
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Aim fill at life, for e en by this pretence 


| Shall you perſwade us of your innocence. | 


But ah | tho' Malice ſtill may hold her ſway, 
Reaſon ſhall flouriſh ſoon in open day, 


And prove, tho' late, that hapleſs e 


Has only play d the rake, and you the whore. 
Enough of vice, let it luxuriant grow, > 
Spread through the land, and ſtamp me for her oe 
In Virtue's bleſt defence I dare to write, 8 ä 
And nobly dictate to the world What 8 night; i 


Unus d to flattery, and deſigning men, 
Juſtice inſpires, and Reaſon guides my pen, 


Deſpiſing mean chicanery and art, 


IT he trueſt emblems of a villain's heart : 


No penſion ſhall entice me, nor no place, 
But bravely ſtare corru ption in the face; 

For no baſe purpoſe I theſe lines intend, 
But in defence of truth, as Virtue's friend. 


Enough of perjury—hence idle grief, 


You muſt have Juſtice where : a MansP1BLD 8 chief 


Hail, 


3 N 

Hail, virtuous ET 1 coufeſs, i in thee, WAH. . t 

A Betſy hs 1 reviy d we ſee; | oy le = 
Vice owns you as her child, purſue the plan, 

Swear on—nor ſtop. till you haye hang'd your man; ; 
And if the conſcious guilt of this vile deed 417 | 

Should raiſe the bluſh, or cauſe your. heart to bleed, 

Stand, ſtand the teſt, in impudence confide ; i 

You need not fear while. F——.is your guide; 

Bribe him, he's blind; for F. takes the bribe; 
He's none of the dull patriotic tribe — 

But to the cauſe - the cauſe in Which, I m 1 

vou dealt out truth, as miſers deal out gold; 5 

What could induce you thus to thirſt for blood ? 

"Twas try d incog.——Reaſon ſome moments. od. 

Then anſwer'd, ö the public good. 
Enough of F ; let him kit in ſtate, : 

And ſwear, with W ts, that virtue's out of date. 
Two hundred pounds in conſcious W— s hand, 1 3 | 

Stagger'd his virtue, Reaſon made a ſtand, „ 
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: And . at length, to Falſhood fell Al a prey. „ 


Whilſt Vice, in triumph, bore the prize away. 
Yet think, deluded female, think. you muſt, 
How foul ſoe er tre that Heay' n 1s juſt; 25 


That Heav'n, which, views you with unerring ere, 


Can een the very inmoſt thoughts e, 
Can view th' axtific ſpots of ev ry ſoul, , 

And; 2 as it ſerutinizes, judge the whole; | 

O think on this, nor more purſue, for pelf, 

A plan that brings deſtruction on yourſelf; 7 


Think that your actions, howe' er now conceal'd, 
Shall ſoon be brought to light, and, when reveal'd, 
Shall ſhew thee ſuch as Envy might contemn, 
Virtue diſdain, and Modeſty condemn. 

T hen, tho go late, the chaſteſt She ſhall and 
Your face is no true emblem of your mind; 5 
But, like a painted ſign hung up to view, 5 
Whoſe outward beauty tempts the idle few | 

> To enter in, and taſte the ſocial feaſt, 


Prepar' d for ev . fool and wandering gue, ; 
E — Where 
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Where bad e or albente wine, 
ere the deception of the painted ben e NLO. 
Such ſhall they find thee, tho' ſo now carcks'd, 1 8 2 
Th' adulterate wine the produce of thy breaſt, 

And that thy form, ſo outwardly divine, | 

Is but the emblem of a painted ſign. 


For me, alas! how hard the Poet's fat; 


I know my full reward the females hate ien 
But yet, methinks, a pardon I might find 
From thoſe who are alone to truth inclin' d, 


And judge with juſt, and an impartial. mind. 

*Tis thoſe I only court; for thoſe alone 

I'd quit the favours of a monarch's throne, 

Nor fear to write the dictates of my pen, nets 

The frauds of women, or the frauds of men. > 

Man, I allow; is falſe, and will deceive; 

But pray, who learnt him firſt the trick ?—'twas Eve. 

Say, then, ye fair ones, . can ye blame a fault, 

That inſtinẽt dictates, and that woman taught ? 

| Howe'er inconſtant man may lead aſtray, | 

The artleſs maid twas firſt that ſhew'd' the way; 
Her 
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5 Her beauteous form, the fierceſt ſouls might move, 


Her beauteous form firſt taught his foul to love; 
The God of Love, pleas' d with the conqueſt won, 
And yet befriendful to his darling ſon, 


Heard ev ry vow and pray” v, nor heard in vain, ' 


But taught him how the artleſs maid to gain, 


Next taught her how to recompenſe his pain. 


Such were the pleaſures of a happier ſtate, 

Such, e er curſt Av'rice had ſtampt its date ; 

Such, when no harlot s baneful trade was known, 
And ſimple Modeſty appear 'd in town: 

- But oh, alas! how muſt we all 150 | 

To think that once: bleſt age ſhall be no more! 
Here might the Muſe, ay, juſtly, might ſhe, 8 

Drop to paſt times the tributary tear ; 


But, lo! demure chaſte virgins ſweep along, | 
Females, the ſubject of the Poet's ſong 3 att. 16 
Mongſt them ſee W——k firſt appear in fight, 
And boldly dares the poet to the hight. 

E ſtand forth, I dare you to the bar, 


Hold up your band, and anſwer what you are; 


Nay, 
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Nay, why thoſe hu modal cheek ?; 814 


Will not your pamper'd conſeience let you peak? 
| Reſume your courage; come, begin, complain: 


Now you have put O impudcnee again. 
of perjury indicted mind the word; 


Of perjury you ſtand, againſt a L—d. 


' You plead a rape—well, hear again his plea, 


That you was raviſh'd with, a golden fer; 
And that, methinks, that lovely tempting pelf, 


Would almoſt make a convert of myſelf. 


But to your trial, Miſs - you've leave to plead 


Whate' er he raviſh' d, or by fight, or deedʒ; 


For ſome, they ſay, can raviſn with their eyes; 


| Perhaps he did as much between your th—. 


But come, you've leave to plead— Then, Mi I . 


This peer has ſtol n my maidenhead away. 


Pſha ] pſhal my dear, reſume that ſtrain no more; 


You own'd yourſe] f—you had been kifs'd before. 

Before, Sir! —pray, who told you ſo ?—you l--e. 

Mind what yoo lay, ee, come, do not cry. 
Why 
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Howe'er you may my artifice confound-; 2 
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Why then, Sir, T'll at length the truth expound, 


J think too little of two hundred pounds. 


Hence, hence, vile miſcreant—no longer dre 2 22 


T approach the judgment of the poets”. bar; 
Thou, the moſt hateful of the female tribe; 


Thou, who would'ſt ſell thy brother for a bribe, 


Avaunt, I ay, nor dare approach our feat, 


| Where Juſtice, Equity, unfold debate : 
0 may the fair of this illuſtrious iſle, 


May they aroid the dangers of thy ſmile : 3 


May man forſake thee, or, if not, remain 


Barren, to mock the lab” ring huſband 8 pain; - 


| dy fare ages tremble at thy fans 3 


May future ages hate e en W —k's name. 
Thus ſhall the inur'd R———e ren 


His former praiſes, now repuls d by a 

For ye, ye impartial few, be not unkind ; 

Judge juftly—but with no cenſorious mind: Do 
„ 3 5 
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'Tis your's to bring the poet to renown 3 | 
Tis your's to raiſe him, your's to caſt him down 5 
To you he, therefore, dedicates his toil; 

Hence ev'ry frown, and welcome ev'ry ſmile. 
Approve the work; next time he takes the pen 
The fair ſhall laugh at the deceits of men; 

And thus, by caution, wiſely learn to ſhun 
The paths by which ſo many are undone. 
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